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Soil & Water District 
Employee Receives Statewide 

Recognition  
 
Jonathan Negley, Conservation Technician was awarded the 

Division IV Merit Award for his outstanding service to the 
Tompkins County Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) 

at the annual Soil & Water District Water Quality Symposium 
(WQS) held in Auburn on March 15th. The WQS is the one 

time throughout the year that employees from across the 

state meet to attend a variety of training sessions. It is also a 
time to recognize individuals and districts that have 

performed above and beyond everyday expectations. 
 

Jon started out with the Tompkins County SWCD as an 

AmeriCorps volunteer seven years ago. After his term had 
ended, he was promoted to the Conservation Technician 

position in which he excelled. Some of Jonôs accomplishments 
include becoming a certified wetlands delineator, writing 

numerous successful grants for stream restoration projects, 

and his knack for working with landowners, municipalities, 
highway departments, county departments, and many other 

agencies. In the summer of 2010 Jon wrote and managed a 
grant for a large stream restoration project and supervised 

the construction. It was so well designed it sustained no 
damage during the floods of September 2011. Other projects 

that Jon is involved with at the district include pond site 

evaluations, designing and installing rain gardens, agricultural 
assessments, Flood Hazard Mitigation Program, and was the 

leader in obtaining herbicide treatment permits from the DEC 
and Canal Corps to begin the eradication of hydrilla found in 

Cayuga Lake.   

ñI could not ask for a more dedicated Technician...ò Says 

Craig Schutt, the District Manager of the Tompkins County 
SWCD. This award is only given to one individual in any 

division each year. Division IV is comprised of ten counties 
throughout the south central region of the state. 

Congratulations to Jon for this accomplishment.    

The Tompkins County SWCD is offering: 
 

RPM Trees  
 

2 for $3  
Must present this coupon, while 

supplies last 
 

Limit  2 coupons per customer 
Expires July 6th, 2012 

2012 Fish Order Form is included inside 

this issue!  
Grass Carp * Channel Catfish * Largemouth Bass * Bluegill * 

Fathead Minnows 
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Syracuse, New York, April 2, 2012 ï A new report from 
USDAôs Natural Resources Conservation Service shows that 

with NRCS assistance, Chesapeake Bay region farmers, 
forestland owners and other partners put conservation 

practices on 650,000 acres of working land between May 

2010 and September 2011. That amount of acres nearly 
equals the land area of the state of Rhode Island.  

 
ñNew York farmers and forest landowners in the bay 

watershed are voluntarily stepping up and implementing 
conservation practices needed to protect and sustain natural 

resources, agriculture and their communities,ò said NRCS 

Acting State Conservationist Carrie Mosley. ñThis past year, 
$3.4 million dollars in financial assistance was allocated to 53 

landowners along the Susquehanna River in ten New York 
counties. Projects funded and installed under the initiative 

include cover crops, riparian forest buffers, prescribed 

grazing, and waste storage facilities.ò  
 

The Chesapeake Bay 2011 Activities Report also states that 
farmers and forestland owners put nearly 61,000 

conservation practices on agricultural land in the Bay region 
during NRCSô 2011 fiscal year. Popular practices included 

manure management, planting grasses along streams as well 

as other methods of preventing sediments and nutrients from 
entering waterways that feed into the bay.  

 
These efforts support actions underway through the 

Chesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative (CBWI). NRCS provides 

technical and financial assistance through CBWI to 
agricultural producers to help them apply conservation 

practices that benefit the bay and waterways in the bay 
watershed.  

Chesapeake Bay Report: 650,000 Ag and 

Forest Acres Conserved in 16 Months 

The Tompkins County SWCD recently assisted the NYSDEC 

and other volunteers with trout stocking throughout Tompkins 

County. 

The Trumansburg High School Envirothon team known as 

the ñAquatardsò took first place for Tompkins County, and 
first place overall at this yearôs Southern Tier Regional 

Envirothon. They beat out 38 other teams from Broome, 
Chemung, Schuyler, Tioga and Tompkins Counties.   

The team consisted of Corina Miner, Josie Kinsie, Russell 
Limber, Marina Howarth and Julia Zuckerman with Team 

Advisors Carissa Mann Parlato and Sue Stein. The team will 
now represent Tompkins County at the 2012 New York 

State Envirothon on May 23rd & 24th at Hobart & William 

Smith Colleges, Geneva, NY.  

The Southern Tier Regional Envirothon was held at the 
Tioga County Sportsmenôs Association, in Owego on April 

26th. Other teams competing from Tompkins County were 

TST BOCES ñNew Visions Redò placing second, New Visions 
ñBlueò placing third, New Visions ñGoldò, The George Junior 

Republic ñGJR Aggiesò, and The George Junior Republic 
ñErnoôs Eager Egretsò.  

The Envirothon is an outdoor, hands-on, environmental/
natural resources competition for high school students.  

They are tested in the subjects of Aquatics, Forestry, Soils, 
Wildlife and this yearôs current issue of ñLow Impact 

Developmentò. The NY State winners go on to the CanonÈ 
Envirothon, to be held this July at Susquehanna University 

in Selinsgrove, PA. The Envirothon is free to high school 

participants and is supported by County Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts nationwide.  All funding is raised at 

the local and state levels. 

Trumansburg High School Envirothon Team 
takes 1st for Tompkins County, and wins it 
all at Southern Tier Regional Envirothon!  
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Å Hydro-seeder (fee) Å No-till Drill (fee for 
rental) Å Broadcast Seeder (loaned out for free) Å 
Soil Sampling (fee) Å Pond Site Evaluations 
(fee) Å Streambank Erosion, Technical 
Assistance Å Drainage Problems, Technical 
Assistance Å Comprehensive Nutrient 
Management Plans Å Grazing Plans Å Pasture 

Improvement Å Educational Presentations and 
Resources Å Ag-Plastics Baler 

 

 
TAYLOR RENTAL 
1779 Hanshaw Rd. 
Ithaca, NY 14850 
607-273-1807 

ǒ Landscape Planting ǒ New Lawns ǒ Drainage 

ǒ Hydro-seeding  ǒ Conservation Plantings 

ǒ Erosion Control  ǒ Shoreline Stabilization 

Advertise Here!  

Call our office for details. 

607-257-2340 


